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Foreword 

 
Thank you for purchasing the Rhodes MK8, the 
latest and (we believe the greatest) tine piano 
ever created.   

When I was first approached by Rhodes CEO 
Matt Pelling in early 2019, I thought that Matt 
was calling me to repair his own Rhodes piano, 
but unbeknownst to me, he was approaching 
me to become CPO at the newly formed Rhodes 
Music Group and to head up a new UK-based 
team tasked with designing from the ground up, 
a brand-new electro-mechanical Rhodes piano. 

Fast forward to the present time and now you 
have your very own MK8 in front of you. This is a 
Rhodes in the truest sense of the word, a piano 
we truly hope Harold Rhodes would be proud of.  
 
The MK8 is the latest iteration of previous 
classic Rhodes pianos and once again you’ll 
find our famous tines (though this time black), 
dampers, pickups- in fact, all the classic (and 
much improved) ingredients that we all love 
about Rhodes pianos. However, this time, it’s a 
precision-built instrument and the utmost care 
has been put into every part of the piano to 

ensure that it maintains the highest production 
standards throughout. We have also included 
ground-breaking features/electronics and a 
unique to Rhodes Kluge (Steinway Group) 
keyboard, whilst also shaving off considerable 
weight and retaining the unmistakable Rhodes 
silhouette, this time with the help of legendary 
industrial designer Axel Hartmann.  

It’s truly an honour and a pleasure to be part 
of this unique and loyal community and now  
through your ownership of the MK8 you have 
also directly become part of the unique 
Rhodes story. 

Myself and the entire Rhodes team wish you a 
lifetime of enjoyment and boundless creativity 
with your MK8 and hope that it is everything 
you dreamed of and more.  

Dan Goldman  
CPO, Rhodes Music Group
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Feature Overview

	 1 . 	 P R E A M P

	 2 . 	 E Q U A L I Z E R

	 3 . 	 VA R I - PA N

	 4 . 	 E X P R E S S I O N  		

		  C O N T R O L  ( P R E A M P )

	 5 . 	 E X P R E S S I O N  		

		  C O N T R O L  ( F X )

	 6 . 	 C O M P R E S S O R

	 7. 	 C H O R U S

	 8 . 	 P H A S E R

	 9 . 	 D E L AY

1 0 . 	 F L AT  T O P  H O O D

	1 1. 	 R I G H T  C O N N E C T I O N  	

		  PA N E L

	1 2 . 	 P R O T E C T I V E  		

		  C O R N E R S

1 3 . 	 A D J U S TA B L E  		

		  S TA N D 

1 4 . 	 P E D A L

1 5 . 	 W O O D E N  S H E L L

1 6 . 	 H E A D P H O N E S  +  		

		  H E A D P H O N E  VO L U M E

	1 7. 	 L E F T  C O N N E C T I O N  	

		  PA N E L

1 8 . 	 P O W E R  L E D

Ear Health Warning: When using headphones, high levels of volume can occur at certain settings, resulting in potential hearing 
damage. Please take care to keep your headphone volume level as low as possible at all times and try to not to use headphones 
at high monitoring levels for extended periods of time.  
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Feature Overview Continued...

1.  R E M O VA B L E  B A D G E  			 
	 For sustain mechanism access 
 	 (Please contact Rhodes support before adjusting). 

2 . 	B U M P E R S
	 For standing the piano on its back. 

1

2
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Connection Overview

R I G H T  S I D E  C O N N E C T I O N  PA N E L

DIGITAL CONTROL INPUTS

1 2
USB

MIDI OUT

1 2 3

1. 	 U S B
	 (TYPE  B  CONNECTOR)

	 For updating firmware and 	
	 future MIDI feature upgrades.

2 . 	M I D I  O U T 
	 Reserved for future 
	 MIDI feature upgrades. 

3 . 	C O N T R O L  I N P U T S
	 ( 1 /4  INCH  JACKS)

	 1 & 2 For connecting 		
	 expression pedals. 		
	

	 These control inputs 		
	 accept CV from modular 	
	 synths and clocks 
	 (0-5 volts input).

1. 	 P O W E R  I N P U T
	 Connect the included 		
	 external power 			 
	 supply here. 

2 . 	P O W E R  S W I T C H
	 Flick this switch to 		
	 power on your MK8.

3 . 	1 / 4  I N C H  J A C K  		
	 O U T P U T S  			 
	 (UNBALANCED) 
	 Connect the left jack 		
	 only for mono or both
 	 the left and right jacks for 
	 stereo output. 
	

	 Please Note: Ensure you 
	 pan the inputs on your 
	 mixer or soundcard hard 	
	 left and hard right for 
	 full stereo.

4 .  X L R  O U T P U T S  		
	 ( BALANCED)

	 Plug these into any MIC  
	 level inputs (Mixer, Mic 
	 Pre etc).

5 . 	A C C E S S O R Y  J A C K S  	
	 ( SEND  AND  RETURN

	 1 /4  I NCH  JACKS) 
	 Use these jacks as an FX
 	 loop to patch in your
	 favourite FX pedals 

	 or processors. Alternatively, 	
	 plug in any external audio 		
	 equipment (such as drum 	
	 machines and synths) for 
	 processing through the 
	 MK8’s Preamp and 
	 FX sections. 

	 Please Note: All 		
	 outputs (jacks, XLR’s		
	 & Send) can be used 		
	 simultaneously.

	 To run external audio 		
	 through the Preamp  
	 and/or FX, plug 		
	 straight into the RETURN 	
	 jack and adjust the 
 	 incoming level using  

	 the output/volume level on 
	 your external audio source.
	
	 For inserting pedals  
	 into the FX loop: Plug  
	 a cable from the Send 	 	
	 jack into your pedal’s 
 	 input and take a cable 
 	 from your pedal’s output 	
	 into the Return socket. For 	
	 external audio, plug into 	
	 the Return socket only.

	 Plug in a cable from 		
	 the SEND jack for a direct 	
	 from pickup signal, whilst 	
	 simultaneously using the  
	 jack and/or XLR outs 
	 in stereo.

L E F T  S I D E  C O N N E C T I O N  PA N E L 

ACCESSORYOUTPUTS

SENDL / MONO

15V/1A
POWER

ON

OFF

R

L R

RETURN

1 2 3 4 5
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Setting Up Your MK8 
 
Please refer to the QUICKSTART GUIDE for quick setup 
instructions, along with the included safety guide. 

	 Please Note: The Quickstart Guide and Saftey
	 Guide can both be found in the MK8 shipping 
	 box or online in the Rhodes Members Club 
	 area of the Rhodesmusic.com website.

Members Club

MK8 Quickstart Guide

Your Rhodes Members Club card grants you exclusive 
access to the Rhodes Members Club area where you 
will find MK8-specific documents and videos. Scan the 
QR code on your Members Club Card for instant access, 
or simply follow this URL: https://rhodesmusic.com/
membersclub to register and login.

https://rhodesmusic.com/membersclub/ to register and login.
https://rhodesmusic.com/membersclub/ to register and login.
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Chapter 1 
U S I N G  T H E  O N B O A R D  P R E A M P 

P R E A M P  S E C T I O N 
 
The Rhodes MK8 includes the most advanced analog 
preamp ever found in a Rhodes piano. Here’s a rundown 
of each control: 

1. 	 V O L U M E  Turn this up or down to vary the main 		
	 output level coming from the jack and XLR outputs. 	
	  
	 Please Note: Volume can be assigned to an  
	 expression pedal, see chapter ‘Control Inputs 1 & 2 / 		
	 Using Expression Pedals’ on Page 19 for details. 
	  
	 Although volume is first in line, this control is  
	 positioned at the end of the MK8’s signal path.  

2 . 	 E N V E L O P E  This control works in conjunction 
with the resonant voltage-controlled mid range 
filter and can be thought of much like an ‘amount to 
filter’ control as found on most analog subtractive 
synthesisers. It allows the keyboard level to control 
the input to the filter for classic auto-wah/ 
touch-wah effects.   

3 . 	 D R I V E  This is a diode-based analogue drive that 
responds to velocity and can produce a wide range 
of driven sonics, from subtle breakup to unhinged 
all-out saturation.

1 2 3

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID
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E Q  S E C T I O N 

1. 	 L O W  This control offers +/- 15 dB of gain 
control centred around 75Hz. For more bass turn 
the control clockwise- for less bass turn the dial 
anti-clockwise.   

2 . 	 M I D  G A I N  This control cuts or boosts the mid 
frequency by +/- 15db. The frequency of the 
boost is dependendent on the setting of the mid 
frequency control.   

3 . 	 M I D  F R E Q U E N C Y (100hz to 2.0kHz). This 
control has two functions. Firstly (in combination 
with the MID GAIN control) you can boost or 
remove peak frequencies by 15db to taste.  
 
Secondly, it is used in conjunction with the 
Envelope dial in the preamp section to select the 
starting frequency of the auto-wah. For example, 
for more effect on the lower frequencies, turn the 
dial anti-clockwise, for more effect on the higher 
frequencies turn the dial clockwise.  
 
Thirdly, turn both MID GAIN and FREQ fully 
counter-clockwise, assign to an expression pedal 
(see Chapter 4 ‘CONTROL INPUTS 1 & 2 / USING 
EXPRESSION PEDALS’ on Page 19) and the 
unique ‘slow phase’ function can be accessed.   

4 . 	 H I G H  this is a parametric-type eq centred around 
3KHz for boosting or cutting the high end of the 
piano by +/-15db. Turn clockwise to boost the highs 
and anti-clockwise to remove highs for a  
more mellow sound.  

1 2 3 4

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID
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E Q  S E C T I O N

Sound setting Examples: 

H I G H  B O O S T

L O W  B O O S T

M I D  B O O S T

M I D  S C O O P

B E L L S

FAT

T H I N

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID
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VA R I - PA N  S E C T I O N  
 
The Vari-Pan feature (1) is unique to the MK8. It takes 
the classic Rhodes vibrato/panning and pushes it 
forward into altogether new sonic territories. 

The 2 LED’s in the Vari-Pan section show the left (2) 
and right (3) audio channels. These LED’s are always 
on by default and switch in and out according to the 
rate and depth settings. 

The wide frequency range available via the Rate 
control allows both classic Rhodes panning and 
unique audio-modulated effects. Ring modulation, 
transistor organ tones and synth-esque textures are 
all just a dial turn away. 

	 Used in conjunction with the envelope 
	 control and mid filter, modulated filter 
	 effects can also be easily achieved.	

4 . 	 O N / O F F  This switches the Vari-Pan  
	 circuit on/off.  

5 . 	 R AT E  Controls the rate of the LFO and hence 	
	 the panning speed from 0.1Hz to 3KHz.  

6 . 	 D E P T H  Controls the stereo image of the effect 	
	 in stereo or depth of the mono pulse when only 	
	 one output is connected to a mono amplifier. 

7. 	 WAV E  This button selects from one of the 4 	
	 waveshapes (square, upwards ramp, triangle and 	
	 sine). Each has it’s own unique texture.  
 
	 Please Note: Vari-Pan Rate and Depth can 		
	 be assigned to an expression pedal, see  
	 Chapter 4 ‘Control Inputs 1 & 2 / Using 
	 Expression Pedals’ on Page 19 for details. 

 

1
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4
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3
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VA R I - PA N  

Sound Setting Examples:

C L A S S I C  S Q U A R E  PA N S L O W  PA N

R I N G - M O D  E S Q U E S U P E R - W I D E

R A M P  PA N FA S T - PA N N E R

T R I A N G L E  PA N R H O D E S / A U D I O M O D  M I X

T R A N S I S T O R  O R G A N - I S H S I N E  PA N

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE

VARI-PAN

RATE DEPTH

WAVE
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Chapter 2
U S I N G  T H E  O N B O A R D  A N A L O G  F X  

 
The MK8 FX version contains all the most user-requested classic analog 
effects including a VCA-based compressor, mono in/stereo out phaser, 
plus stereo BBD chorus and delay. These effects have been designed  
and tuned specifically for the MK8.  

C O M P R E S S O R 
The compressor can be used subtly to tame and flatten 
peaks in the sound, to enhance the attack, or to really 
squash the sound for a more exaggerated, ducking/
pumping effect.  

O N / O F F 
Powers on or off the compressor circuit.  

C O M P R E S S O R  L E D 
Shows the amount of compression taking place; the 
brighter the LED the more compression that is  
taking place.

A M O U N T  
Use the Amount control to control the amount  
of compression effect heard.  

M A K E U P 
To compensate for volume loss when compressing  
the signal, turn up Makeup to taste.  

1

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MAKEUP AMOUNT RATE DEPTH TIME FEEDB MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH

1 2 3 4

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT
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C O M P R E S S O R  E X A M P L E  S E T T I N G S

M E D I U M  C O M P R E S S I O N

S O F T  C O M P R E S S I O N G A I N  B O O S T 

H A R D  C O M P R E S S I O N

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

Please note: Use the GAIN control to 
compensate for any volume loss as the 
compression Amount is increased.

Ear Health Warning! Please note that when 
using the compressor gain dial at high levels 
(along with the envelope control and mid filter 
gain control), because the compressor comes 
before the mid filter in the signal chain, the 
compressor can drive the filter into very high 
levels of filter resonance and thus, potential 
hearing damage can occur. Please use this 
function with caution! 
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S T E R E O  A N A L O G  C H O R U S 
The chorus effect is a classic ‘bucket-brigade’ effect 
used for thickening /doubling and adding subtle or 
more aggressive pitch modulation.
  
The analog chorus on the MK8 is a true stereo chorus 
with individual chorus circuits for each channel allowing 
for a much richer, deeper stereo chorus effect. 

O N / O F F 
Switches the chorus effect on or off.

C H O R U S  L E D 
This shows the chorus rate and depth (as governed  
by the Chorus RATE and DEPTH controls). 

R AT E 
Controls the rate of modulation. 

D E P T H 
Controls the depth of modulation.  

	 Please Note: Chorus Rate and Depth can 
	 be assigned to an expression pedal, see 			 
	 Chapter 4 ‘Control Inputs 1 & 2 / Using 			 
	 Expression Pedals’ on Page 19 for details.

2

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

C H O R U S  E X A M P L E  S E T T I N G S

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

S T E R E O - W I D E N I N G

C H O R U S - V I B R AT O

C L A S S I C  C H O R U S

D E E P  C H O R U S
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S T E R E O  A N A L O G  
4 - S TA G E  P H A S E R 
The MK8 phaser allows subtle phasing and more 
extreme phase-modulated effects.  

O N / O F F 
Use this to power the phaser on or off.

P H A S E R  L E D 
This shows the phaser rate and depth (as governed  
by the Phaser RATE and DEPTH controls).

R AT E 
Use this dial to set the desired phaser speed. 

D E P T H 
Use this dial to govern the amount of effect applied.  

	 Please Note: Phaser Rate and Depth can be 
 	 assigned to an expression pedal, see Chapter 
 	 4 ‘Control Inputs 1 & 2 /Using Expression Pedals’  
	 on Page 19 for details. 

3

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

P H A S E R  E X A M P L E  S E T T I N G S

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

S L O W  P H A S I N G 7 0 ’ S  P H A S E R

P H A S E  -  WA H C L A S S I C  P H A S E R
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4

S T E R E O  A N A L O G  D E L AY  
This bucket brigade delay circuit can be used for 
ambience, creating atmosphere, pitch shift effects,  
swell effects, reverb like effects, adding sustain and 
much more. It has a 60msec shortest time and a  
0.8sec longest time.  

The analog delay circuit on the MK8 is a true stereo 
delay with individual delay circuits for each channel 
allowing for a richer delay texture whilst also preserving 
the stereo image of the stereo phaser  
and chorus circuits. 

D E L AY  L E D 
This shows the delay rate (as governend by the 
time dial).

O N / O F F 
Switches the delay effect on or off. 

	 Please Note: Note the delay has a ‘spill over’ 			 
	 function that allows the delay tails to carry 
	 on after the effect has been powered off.  

TA P  T E M P O 
Repeatedly tapping the Tap Tempo button overrides 
the TIME control and allows manual synchronisation of 
the delay repeats by tapping the button in time with any 
audio you are playing along with. 

For example, if you are playing live with a band, tap the 
button in time with your drummer/bassist/guitarist to 
bring the delay repeats into sync with the beat/tempo 
of the music being played. The button will light up once 
tapped to show Tap Tempo mode is active. 

	 Please Note: Once the TIME dial is turned 			 
	 again, this will override the current Tap Tempo 			 
	 setting, the Tap Tempo light will switch off, and 			 
	 you have exited Tap Tempo Mode. 

	 The accuracy of the TAP TEMPO is determined 			 
	 by the averaging of the taps.  Typically, it 			 
	 requires a minimum of three good taps to  
	 lock in accurately, but the more you tap, the 			 
	 more accurate your tempo will be.

T I M E 
Determines the min or maximum length of the delay 
effect from 60ms to 0.8secs. 

	 Please Note: longer times are available when 			 
	 using TAP TEMPO. 

F E E D B A C K  
This control determines how much of the delay’s output 
is fed back into itself for sustained and special FX.   

When turned all the way counter-clockwise, there is 
no feedback applied and so there is only one “echo” 
produced from the circuit.  As feedback is increased, 
more echos are produced creating the classic tail of 
analog delays. 

As feedback is further increased, a sustained feedback 
will be produced allowing the instrument to become 
drone-like.  At first, this feedback is still coherent with 
the harmonics closely resembling the input harmonics.   
However, as the feedback is turned to fully clockwise, 
the classic analog distortion of bucket-brigade devices 
takes over producing drones that go from subtle to gritty 
and extreme. 

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT
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D E L AY  E X A M P L E  S E T T I N G S

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

Q U I C K- V E R B M E D I U M  D E L AY

S H O R T  TA I L S S L O W  F E E D B A C K

M I X 
This controls the blend of dry unaffected Rhodes 
signal with the wet effected amount.  

	 Please Note: Both Time and Mix can 
 	 be assigned to an expression pedal 			 
	 connected to Control Input 2, See 			 
	 Chapter 4 ‘Control Inputs 1 &  
	 2 / Using Expression Pedals’  
	 on Page 19 for details.

5

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT
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The MK8 contains an extremely advanced analog 
control system to modify the performance of both the 
onboard pre-amp and FX and the front panel brings 
immediate control to the most intuitive and useful 
playing controls. However, for those that want to explore 
the sonic depth of the MK8 further, we have included 
several “alternative functions” that can be controlled 
when in “alternative mode”. 

These “under the hood” features can be adjusted in 
real-time and saved (values are held even after the 
instrument is turned off and restored on power-up). 
Additionally, there is an easy way (explained below) to 
“restore” the hardware to the factory default for these 
features. 

Chapter 3
A N  I N T R O  T O  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E

E N T E R I N G  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E 

Press and hold the power on/off button for the 
parameter section you want to adjust until the button 
starts blinking at a steady rate of about 1Hz (one time 
a second). You are now in Alternative Mode for that 
section. 

L E AV I N G  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E  

To leave Alternative Mode, simply press the associated 
power on/off button again (once) and the button 
will stop blinking. You are now back in normal mode. 
Whatever the last knob setting(s) for the alternative 
mode feature you were changing was at the time of 
leaving alternative mode, will remain in effect even 
across power cycles. In effect, you have set a new 
“user default value” for that feature. 

A D J U S T I N G  PA R A M E T E R S  
W H I L E  I N  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E  

While in Alternative Mode, turning the knob for that 
parameter will adjust the alternative parameter, not 
the normal labelled parameter for that knob. For 
example, if you have enabled alternative mode for 
the PAN ON/OFF button and it is blinking slowly, 
adjusting the MID-FREQ knob will now change the 
RESONANCE-AMOUNT for the MID-FILTER (not the 
MID-FREQ as per normal operation). The value of the 
MID-FREQ will remain as previously set until you leave 
Alternative Mode and move the knob(s) again. 

R E S T O R I N G  D E FA U LT  S E T T I N G S 

To quickly return any of the Alternative Mode parameters 
to its factory default, simply enter Alternative Mode (press 
and hold the power on/off button for that section until 
it’s blinking slowly), then press+hold the On/Off button 
again for that section for 3 seconds. At this point, the 
button will blink rapidly for a second, indicating that the 
factory default value for that feature has been restored 
and you will be returned to normal mode

	 Please note: for a deeper technical 				  
	 explanation of alt mode parameters, please 
 	 refer to the alternative mode manual here: 
 	 https://rhodesmusic.com/membersclub 
	

https://rhodesmusic.com/membersclub/ to register and login.
https://rhodesmusic.com/membersclub/ to register and login.


MK8 User Manual 1 7

P R E A M P  S E C T I O N  A LT E R N AT I V E 
M O D E  F E AT U R E S  Q U I C K 
O V E R V I E W: 

D R I V E  V C A  A M O U N T :

This adjusts the AUDIO level coming out of the drive 
circuit that goes into the EQ section allowing for  
differing EQ characters. 

F X  S E N D  V C A  A M O U N T :

This adjusts the AUDIO level coming out of the EQ 
circuit into the routing section of the FX electronics and 
allows you to adjust the level of audio going into the  
FX section.

M I D - F R E Q U E N C Y  R E S O N A N C E  A M O U N T :

This control allows you to reduce the resonance amount 
to “off” so that the filter becomes a broad mid-frequency 
EQ, all the way to very sharp resonance to get more 
peaked responses around the frequency setting.

F X  S E C T I O N  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E 
F E AT U R E S  Q U I C K  O V E R V I E W: 

C O M P R E S S I O N  R AT I O : 

Use this to change the compressor ratio response for 
softer or harder compression characters. Also use this if 
you want to increase the volume into the DRIVE circuit 
to get even more intensely compressed DRIVE sounds.

C H O R U S  T I M E :

The CHORUS TIME alternative control allows you to 
“tune” the center time of the Chorus modulation, or 
rather, where the chorus delay time is when DEPTH is 
OFF. By moving this around, you are changing the range 
of frequencies that are acted on by the chorus and 
hence you are adjusting the color (character) of  
the chorus. 

P H A S E R  F R E Q U E N C Y:

Adjusting the PHASER FREQUENCY allows you to 
select the center frequency of this LFO adjusting the 
effective frequency range of the phaser. For instance, 
increasing the phaser center frequency shifts the phaser 
notches higher in pitch. Likewise, decreasing the  
phaser center frequency shifts the phaser notches  
lower in pitch.

D E L AY  S P R E A D  A M O U N T :

With just a bit of spread, this yields a subtle stereo 
imaging. As spread is increased, the stereo imaging 
effect increases dramatically.

D E L AY  J I T T E R  A M O U N T :

Delay Jitter emulates random shimmering of delays 
and tape wobble, all the way to radical sample-hold  
time modulation effects. 
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P R E A M P  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E S  M A P

F X  S E C T I O N  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E S

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

4

1 2

3

1. 	 P R E S S  A N D  H O L D  VA R I - PA N  O N / O F F  >  E N T E R S  P R E A M P / E Q  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E 

2 . 	A D J U S T  VA R I - PA N  D E P T H  >  A D J U S T S  D R I V E  V C A  A M O U N T

3 .  A D J U S T  VA R I - PA N  R AT E  >  A D J U S T S  F X  S E N D  V C A  A M O U N T

4 .  A D J U S T  M I D  F R E Q  >  A D J U S T S  E Q  M I D  F R E Q  R E S O N A N C E  A M O U N T 

5 . 	 P R E S S  A N D  H O L D  C O M P R E S S O R  O N / O F F  >  E N T E R  C O M P R E S S O R  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E 

6 . 	 A D J U S T  C O M P R E S S O R  A M O U N T  >  A D J U S T S  C O M P R E S S O R  R AT I O 

7.  	 P R E S S  A N D  H O L D  C H O R U S  O N / O F F  >  E N T E R S  C H O R U S  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E 

8 .  	 A D J U S T  C H O R U S  R AT E  >   A D J U S T S  C H O R U S  T I M E

9 .  	 P R E S S  A N D  H O L D  P H A S E R  O N / O F F  >  E N T E R S  P H A S E R  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E

1 0 .  A D J U S T  P H A S E R  R AT E  >  A D J U S T S  P H A S E R  F R E Q U E N C Y

1 1.  	P R E S S  A N D  H O L D  D E L AY  O N / O F F  >  E N T E R S  D E L AY  A LT E R N AT I V E  M O D E 

1 2 .  	A D J U S T  D E L AY  R AT E  >  A D J U S T S  D E L AY  S P R E A D

1 3 .  	A D J U S T  D E L AY  A M O U N T  >  A D J U S T S  D E L AY  J I T T E R

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MAKEUP AMOUNT RATE DEPTH TIME FEEDB MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH

5 7 9 116 8 10 12

13

Alternative Mode Continued...
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C O N N E C T I N G  A N D  A S S I G N I N G 
( P R E A M P  M O D E L )  
 
The MK8 allows 2 expression pedals to be connected 
simultaneously for hands-free control of preamp or 
FX parameters. Once connected, these can be easily 
assigned from the front panel on the fly. For example, 
switch to pedal wah just for a chorus of a song, or spin  
in the delay effect just on the tail of a phrase  
(FX version only).  
 
	 Please Note: expression pedal inputs are 			 
	 scaled 0V to 5V at the inputs by default. The 			 
	 inputs can be a standard passive expression 
 	 pedal such as a ROLAND EV-5 or MOOG 
	 EP-3, or any analog control voltage such  
	 as a Eurorack modular or classic analog 			 
	 synthesizer.  This allows for a new range  
	 of expressivity and connectivity to classic 			 
	 analog instruments. 
 
	 If the input range of your expression pedal 
	 or control voltage is not scaled to this full
 	 range, a simple and quick calibration procedure  		
	 (described below on Page 23) can be implemented  
	 to scale the expression destination to the full 
	 range of your input source. 

	 To cancel all current expression pedal 
	 assignments quickly, press and hold the 	
	 1 or 2 button for 0.5 secs in the preamp or 
	 FX Control sections. 

 

Chapter 4 
 
C O N T R O L  I N P U T S  1  &  2  /  U S I N G  E X P R E S S I O N  P E D A L S 

1

DIGITAL CONTROL INPUTS

1 2
USB

MIDI OUT



MK8 User Manual 2 0

C O N T R O L  I N P U T  1  
F O R  V O L U M E / WA H 

1.	 Connect a suitable expression pedal to Control Input 
1 found on the right-hand side of the MK8 when 
looking from the front.   

2.	 Place your pedal(s) at a suitable position under  
the MK8.  

3.	 To assign volume, freq (wah) or both, simply select 
volume or wah (or both) using the 1 button in the 
Control section on the MK8’s front panel. 

 
V O L U M E  M O D E :  When selected (VOL LED is 
illuminated), the expression input will control the 
volume of the output VCA’s in the pre-amp section.  
When at minimum, there will be no sound, and when at 
maximum, the output will be at maximum volume for the 
current settings.    
 
	 Please Note:  the VCA which controls the volume 
	 of the preamp and Vari-Pan circuits sits before and 		
	 independently of the front-panel VOLUME control.  
	 The front-panel VOLUME control will still set the 
	 overall volume coming out of the instrument. 

	 The max volume is set by the front panel volume 
	 control and the expression pedal sweeps the volume 		
	 from its minimum setting up to the front panel setting.
 
F R E Q  M O D E :  When selected (FREQ LED is 
illuminated), the expression input will control the 
frequency of the MID EQ section.  

	 Please Note: If the MID GAIN is set to 0dB 
	 (knob is centered), the expression input will  
	 have no sonic effect. The expression input is 
	 “additive” like a classic control-voltage on an 			 
	 analog synth. 

	 To effectively set the frequency range of the 
	 expression input, put your expression input to 
	 it’s minimum setting and set your desired 
	 starting frequency using the front-panel FREQ 
	 control. The expression input will then sweep 
	 from that front-panel starting frequency up to 
	 higher frequencies. To avoid unpleasant sonic 
	 artifacts, the maximum frequency is clamped to 
	 around 5.5KHz. 

	 The max frequency is set by the front panel mid 
	 frequency control and the expression pedal sweeps 
	 the frequency from its minimum setting up to the 
	 front panel setting.

2

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

DIGITAL CONTROL INPUTS

1 2
USB

MIDI OUT
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C O N T R O L  I N P U T  2  
F O R  VA R I - PA N  R AT E  A N D  D E P T H 

1.	 Connect a suitable expression pedal to Control Input 
2 found on the right-hand side of the MK8 when 
looking from the front.   

2.	 Place your pedal(s) at a suitable position under  
the MK8.  

3.	 To assign Vari-Pan Rate, Depth or both, simply 
select pan rate or pan depth (or both) using the  
2 button in the Control section on the MK8’s  
front panel. 

R AT E  M O D E :  When selected (RATE LED is 
illuminated), the expression input will control the rate 
of the vari-pan circuit.  In this mode, the maximum 
frequency of the rate is set by the front-panel RATE 
control and the expression pedal sweeps the  
vari-pan rate from it’s minimum setting up to the  
front-panel setting. 

D E P T H  M O D E :  When selected (DEPTH LED is 
illuminated), the expression input will control the depth 
of the vari-pan circuit.  In this mode, the maximum 
depth is set by the front-panel DEPTH control and the 
expression pedal sweeps the vari-pan DEPTH from it’s 
minimum setting up to the front-panel setting. 

 
 
 

3

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

DIGITAL CONTROL INPUTS

1 2
USB

MIDI OUT
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C O N N E C T I N G  A N D  A S S I G N I N G 
( F X  M O D E L )

C O N T R O L  I N P U T  1 
( F O R  C H O R U S / P H A S E R  R AT E )

1.	 Connect a suitable expression pedal to Control Input 1 
(found on the right-hand side of the MK8 when  
looking from the front). 

2.	 Place your pedal(s) at a suitable position under the MK8. 

3.	 To assign Chorus Rate, Phaser Rate or both, simply 
select Chorus Rate, Phaser Rate (or both) using the 1 
button in the FX Control section on the MK8’s  
front panel. 

4.	 CHORUS/PHASER RATE MODE : When selected 
(CHORUS RATE or PHASER RATE LED is illuminated, 
or both), the expression input will control the rate of the 
Chorus, Phaser or both effects simultaneously.  
 
Please Note: The max rate is set by the front panel Chorus  
and/or Phaser Rate control and the expression pedal sweeps 
the Chorus and/or Phaser Rate from its minimum setting up  
to the front panel setting.

C O N T R O L  I N P U T  2 
( F O R  D E L AY  T I M E / D E L AY  M I X )

D E L AY  T I M E  M O D E  :  When selected (DELAY TIME 
LED is illuminated), the expression input/pedal will control 
the Delay Time parameter. The length of the delay will 
increase or decrease according to the expression pedal 
position. 

D E L AY  M I X  M O D E :  When selected (DELAY MIX LED 
is illuminated), the expression input/pedal will control the 
Delay Mix parameter. The Delay Mix level will increase or 
decrease according to the expression pedal position. 

	 Please note: The expression input is “additive” 
	 like a classic control-voltage on an analog synth.		
	 The max Delay Time or Mix level is set by the front 		
	 panel Delay Time or Mix control and the expression 		
	 pedal sweeps the frequency from its minimum setting 
	 up to the front panel setting.

4

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MAKEUP AMOUNT RATE DEPTH TIME FEEDB MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MAKEUP AMOUNT RATE DEPTH TIME FEEDB MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH
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C A L I B R AT I N G  Y O U R  E X P R E S S I O N  
/  C O N T R O L  I N P U T S 

1.	 Connect your expression pedal or control-voltage 
source to the control input that you would like to use 
and calibrate (A).  

2.	 PRESS AND HOLD the CORRESPONDING Control 
button (1 or 2)  in the Preamp Control (B) or  
FX Control section (C) until the two button LED’S 
start flashing in unison at 2Hz. While HOLDING the 
corresponding button down (make sure that if your 
pedal is in Control Input 1 that you hold button 1), 
then slowly sweep your expression pedal or control 
voltage source through the range that you would 
like to use, making sure that both the minimum and 
maximum ranges of the control inputs have been 
represented. 

3.	 Release the Control 1 or 2 button.  

4.	 The control input for that expression channel has 
now been calibrated and will control the full range  
of the effect selected for that channel.   

6

R I G H T  S I D E  O F  P I A N O 

DIGITAL CONTROL INPUTS

1 2
USB

MIDI OUT

A

P R E A M P  C O N T R O L 

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

B

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MAKEUP AMOUNT RATE DEPTH TIME FEEDB MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH

F X  C O N T R O L

C

H I D D E N  S L O W  P H A S E R  E F F E C T 
 
Turn the mid frequency and gain controls fully anti-
clockwise, Press button 1 in the preamp CONTROL section 
until the FREQ LED is on, then using an expression pedal 
in Control Input 1, sweep the expression pedal to hear 
the effect. This effect can also work using the envelope 
dial in place of the expression pedal. For this, remove the 
expression pedal, turn mid frequency and gain fully anti 
clockwise and use keyboard velocity to introduce more or 
less phasing.   
 
 

5

LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH
MID

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID
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Chapter 5 
T U N I N G ,  V O I C I N G  A N D 
M A I N T E N A N C E  

Your MK8 is designed to require minimal maintenance, 
however it is worth familiarising yourself with the inside 
of the piano so that you can adjust things to  
taste or tune the instrument.  

	 Please Note: To access under the lid, remove the 2 
	 Phillips screws (using a Phillips screwdriver) from the 		
	 metal bar at the rear of the lid, grip the lid firmly from 
 	 both sides (standing behind the piano), then pull the 		
	 lid backwards and lift up to remove completely from  
	 the piano.

T U N I N G 
 
Though the MK8 is designed to stay in tune (even 
under touring conditions) it is nonetheless worth 
checking the tuning from time to time using a 
chromatic tuner. We recommend the Peterson 
iStrobosoft App available from the Apple store 
or Android store.  

V O I C I N G 
( T I N E  T O  P I C K U P  P O S I T I O N I N G , 
F O R  E V E N  T O N A L  R E S P O N S E ) 

Your MK8 was expertly set at our factory so we advise 
not to touch the voicing of the piano. However, if you 
wish to thicken or thin out a particular note (adding 
fewer or more harmonics) then simply use the voicing 
screw to adjust the tine angle in relation to the front of 
the pickup.  
 
Also, if you desire to decrease or increase volume on 
a particular note, simply loosen the pickup screw of 
the note in question and slide the pickup closer (more 
volume) or further away from the tine (less volume). 

	 Please Note: The closer the pickup to the tine the 		
	 more aggressive the sound but also the more saturation 
 	 that will occur (which may or may not be desirable for 
 	 your sound or style of playing). Also be careful not to 		
	 place the pickup too close to the tines as this can  
	 result in the following scenarios. Firstly, in the bass  
	 region the magnetic field of the pickup can induce 
	 upwards pitch change on the lower longer tines. 
	 Secondly, the tine can come into contact with the 
	 pickup head causing a nasty metallic clank, or 
	 worse, stop the tine moving completely  

P U R E  F U N D A M E N TA L
( D E E P )

M O R E  O V E R T O N E
( I D E A L )

P U R E  O V E R T O N E
( S H A L L O W )

T I N ET I N ET I N E P I C K U PP I C K U PP I C K U P

V O I C I N G 
S C R E W S
Second screw from  
the keyboard side 

T O N E B A R S

T U R N  T H I S 
V O I C I N G 
S C R E W 

Clockwise for 
more harmonics 
or counter clock-
wise for a fuller 
sound 

C#
29

D
30

C#
31

E
32

I D E A L  T I N E  T O  P I C K U P  S E T T I N G S 

C L E A N I N G  Y O U R  M K 8

	 Make sure your piano is turned off. Please use a
	 non-abrasive, soft microfibre cloth with a ‘plastic safe’  
	 non-abrasive foaming spray for the lid, keys and front 		
	 panel. We recommend Amberclens Anti-Static  
	 Foaming Cleaner. 

	 Please take care not to spray any cleaner into sockets, 		
	 openings or near power outlets!

	 Please follow the safety information carefully found at  
	 the 	beginning of this manual!
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Chapter 6 
T R O U B L E S H O O T I N G 

N O  P O W E R 

1.	 Check mains power outlet is on.  

2.	 Check mains plug is plugged fully into the wall outlet.  

3.	 Check mains lead is fully plugged into AC adaptor.   

4.	 Check 4-pin power XLR is plugged fully into the MK8 power input.  

5.	 Check power switch is set to the on position.  

N O  S O U N D 

1.	 Check audio leads are plugged in and working.   

2.	 Check the main volume control is up.  

3.	 Check the main volume is up on your amplifier, speakers or other  
monitoring system.   

4.	 Check the thumb wheel volume is up (headphones only).   

5.	 Check that expression pedal assignments are off and/or expression  
pedal isn’t in the heel down position (volume assignment).  

S O U N D  I S  D I S T O R T E D 

1.	 Check that the Drive light isn’t on.  

2.	 Check your amp/monitoring volume/drive settings. 

K E Y  S T U C K  D O W N  

1.	 Check for foreign objects between keys and remove if found.  

2.	 Remove lid and check that a hammer hasn’t stuck between tines, if so  
push it back down and check tonebar/tine alignment.  

N O T E S  R I N G I N G  O U T  W I T H  S U S TA I N  P E D A L  D I S E N G A G E D  

1.	 Remove lid. Make sure all the damper felts are attached and that none are missing. 

2.	 Check the push rod that protrudes out of the piano can move freely and isn’t 
snagged on anything.  

3.	  Make sure the bridle strap hasn’t slipped off the damper tongue. 
 
S U S TA I N I N G  U N E V E N LY 

1.	 Make sure the black metal tube (pedal collar) that plugs into the bottom of the 
piano is fully screwed in and locked. 

2.	 Make sure the knurled connector is screwed fully onto the push rod that protrudes 
from the bottom of the piano. 
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COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

Sound Setting examples

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

1.  TA L K I N ’  L O U D

2 .  L E Z L I E

3 .  A U T O - WA H R I

4 .  T R A N S I S T O R  O R G A N

5 .  R I N G  M O D D E R

6 .  R A M P  A N D  F I LT E R .

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID
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Your Sound Settings

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

1.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

2 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

3 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

4 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

5 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PREAMP EQUALIZER VARI-PAN

VOLUME ENVELOPE DRIVE LOW
-15dB       +15dB       

0       

-15dB       +15dB       100 Hz       2.0 kHz

0       

220       1.2       

380       660       

-15dB       +15dB       

0       

GAIN FREQ HIGH RATE DEPTH CONTROL

VOLUME
1

2

FREQ

PAN RATE

WAVE PAN DEPTH

MID

COMP CHORUS PHASER DELAY

1

2

CHORUS RATE

PHASER RATE

DELAY TIME

DELAY MIX

CONTROL MIX
DRY

TAP TEMPO

WETRATE DEPTH TIME FEEDBRATE DEPTHMAKEUP AMOUNT

6 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Please print or photograph this page to note down your favourite  
MK8 front panel settings
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Please Note: All information contained in this manual is 
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Copyright 2023 Rhodes Music Group LTD.  

WA R R A N T Y 

Please see the Members Club area on the Rhodes  
website for up to date warranty information.

W W W. R H O D E S M U S I C . C O M
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T E C H N I C A L  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S 

M O D E L S  MK8 S /MK8 FX

A N A L O G  P R E A M P 
True analogue signal path. Volume, drive, envelope controls. 
Expression pedal control of volume, mid sweep (wah), pan 
speed, pan depth. Rhodes custom analogue tri-band (low/
mid/high) active equaliser (+/- 15db range). Voltage-con-
trolled, resonant midrange filter.Rhodes custom vari-pan 
with variable rate/depth. 4 wave shapes and audio-rate 
modulation.

A N A L O G  E F F E C T S  O P T I O N
Rhodes custom stereo effect processor: VCA compressor, 
phaser, Bucket brigade chorus, delay. Expression pedal con-
trol of phaser speed, chorus speed, delay time, delay mix.

P O W E R  S U P P LY
15-Volt, 4-pin locking XLR external supply with universal 
voltage.

K E Y B O A R D
73-note (E8-E80) Rhodes custom spruce keyboard by Kluge 
Klaviaturen GmbH, oak and beech key frame.

P I C K U P S
Rhodes custom precision​-wound alnico pickups with anti-slip 
adjustment for accurate voicing and flat-ended pickup heads 
for accurate volume adjustment.

A C T I O N
Rhodes custom high-impact ABS hammers and combs, quad-
zone hard-wearing tips, aerospace-grade damper combs, 
black natural wool damper felts.

T O N E  G E N E R AT I O N
Rhodes custom precision steel tines and tonebars, sustainably 
sourced Baltic birch tine and pickup rails.

L E F T  S I D E  C O N N E C T I O N  PA N E L
2 x Balanced XLR outputs (L/R), 2 x 1/4” jack Outputs (L/R), 
1 x 1/4” jack send (direct pickup output), 1 x 1/4” return.

H E A D P H O N E S
1 x 1/4” headphone jack, independent volume control.

 
 
U I  PA N E L S
Standard: Scratch-resistant brushed-aluminium foil.
Legend: Black with silver legend or silver with black legend.

P E D A L
Rhodes custom twist-lock piano connector with flexi-cable. 
Chrome aluminium footplate. Rhodes folding protective non-
slip mat.

F R O N T  PA N E L  A N D  R E A R  G R I L L E
Standard: Black/Silver anodised aluminium.

R I G H T  S I D E  C O N N E C T I O N  PA N E L
USB: Reserved for future firmware updates.
2 x assignable jack expression pedal inputs.
MIDI out DIN socket, reserved for future MIDI capability

S TA N D
Rhodes custom telescopic (L/R adjustment) powder coated 
black steel/ mirror-chrome steel.
Height adjustable front legs. Folds compactly for transport.

H O O D
Black ABS, custom colours.

C A S E
Lightweight ply case with tolex, aluminium base plate. Solid 
walnut option.

W E I G H T
75lbs/34kg

D I M E N S I O N S
1153 (w) x 563 (d) x 225 (h)


