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Foreword
Thank you for purchasing the Rhodes 
Stage 61 - our most compact and 
portable tine piano yet. 

Built for musicians who value both 
mobility and simplicity, the Stage 61 
delivers the unmistakable Rhodes sound 
in a sleek, gig-ready package.

Designed for both stage and studio use, 
the Stage 61 combines future-retro 
styling by Axel Hartmann, a Kluge 
Klaviaturen premium wooden keyboard 
(Steinway Group), and a flat top for 
stacking additional instruments. 

Its classic passive Rhodes circuit - 
featuring simple Volume and Bass Boost 
controls - keeps the soul of the original 
Rhodes Stage piano intact.

Every key component - tines, tonebars, 
pickups, hammers, tips, dampers, and 
felts - is identical to those in our 
flagship MK8. The result: authentic 
Rhodes tone and the most piano-like 
feel ever offered in a compact format.

All of us at Rhodes wish you many years 
of inspired playing, recording, and 
gigging with your new Stage 61.

Dan Goldman
CPO, Rhodes Music Group
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Feature Overview
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1. CONTROLS
2. FLAT TOP HOOD 

    

3. KEYBED
4. PROTECTIVE 

CORNERS  
   

5. ADJUSTABLE 
STAND

6. TOLEX BASE  

7. SUSTAIN PEDAL
8. OUTPUT
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Setup 
(with Rhodes Stand)
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≈ 8 6 0 m m

1. Unpack the stand and follow the assembly 
instructions found in the MK8 Quick Start 
Guide (available in the Rhodes Members 
Area).

2. Adjust the stand width to approximately 
860 mm, matching the width of the piano. 
Do not use the triangular marking 
referenced for MK8 setup - the Stage-61 is 
narrower.

3. Place the piano directly on the stand.
N O T E :  The Stage-61 weighs 
approximately 59 lbs (26.7 kg). It can also 
be used with any sturdy, high-quality 
table-style keyboard stand. Rhodes 
accepts no responsibility for any damage 
or injury resulting from the use of 
third-party stands.

4. Connect the sustain pedal (see MK8 Quick 
Start Guide for instructions).



Connections & Controls 
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P O W E R  &  C O N N E C T I O N
Like a passive electric guitar, the Stage-61 
requires no power source. Simply connect a 
standard 1⁄4-inch jack cable from the output to 
your amplifier, mixer, audio interface, or PA 
system.

T I P :  Move the jumpers on the internal circuit board to adjust the Bass control’s frequency 
response to taste.

F R O N T  P A N E L  C O N T R O L S

V O L U M E  Sets the overall output level of the 
instrument when connected to external audio 
equipment.
  
B A S S  Classic passive tone-shaping control. 
Turn counter-clockwise to reduce low 
frequencies. Turn clockwise for a fuller, rounder 
tone.

P I C K U P  R A I L  O U T P U T  ( O P T I O N A L )

With the lid removed, you can connect directly 
from the pickup rail jack, bypassing the tone 
circuit entirely. 

N O T E :  The Volume control will have no effect 
when using this output.

VOLUME BASS



Removing the Hood
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To access the internals for tuning or direct 
output:

1. Turn the black cross-head screws (A) on 
each side of the case counter-clockwise to 
release the internal clamps.

2. Remove the two black cross-head screws  
(B) from the rear panel.

3. Lift off the lid carefully.

N O T E :  The rear panel features rubber 
bumpers for safe storage or when resting the 
piano on its back.

A

B B



Tuning, Voicing & 
Maintence
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Your Stage 61 is designed to require minimal 
maintenance, however it is worth familiarising 
yourself with the inside of the piano so that you 
can adjust things to taste or tune the 
instrument.

To access under the hood, see page 4.

T U N I N G
Though the Stage 61 is designed to stay in tune 
(even under touring conditions) it is 
nonetheless worth checking the tuning from 
time to time using a chromatic tuner. We 
recommend the Peterson iStrobosoft App 
available from the Apple store or Android store.

V O I C I N G
(TINE TO PICKUP POSITIONING, FOR EVEN TONAL 
RESPONSE)

Your Stage 61 was expertly set at our factory 
so we advise not to touch the voicing of the 
piano. However, if you wish to thicken or thin 
out a particular note (adding fewer or more 
harmonics) then simply use the voicing screw 
to adjust the tine angle in relation to the front of 
the pickup.

If you desire to decrease or increase volume on 
a particular note, simply loosen the pickup 
screw of the note in question and slide the 
pickup closer (more volume) or further away 
from the tine (less volume).

Please Note: The closer the pickup to the tine the more 
aggressive the sound but also the more saturation that 
will occur (which may or may not be desirable for your 
sound or style of playing). Be careful not to place the 
pickup too close to the tines as this can result in the 
following scenarios:
1. In the bass region, the magnetic field of the pickup 

can induce upwards pitch change on the lower 
longer tines.

2. The tine can come into contact with the pickup 
head, causing a nasty metalic clank, or worse, stop 
the tine moving completely. 

TINE PICKUP

PURE FUNDAMENTAL
(DEEP)

TINE PICKUP

MORE OVERTONE
( IDEAL)

TINE PICKUP

PURE OVERTONE
(SHALLOW)

IDEAL TINE TO PICK UP SETTINGS

CLEANING YOUR STAGE 61

Please use a non-abrasive, soft microfibre 
cloth with a ‘plastic safe’ non-abrasive 
foaming spray for the lid, leys and front 
panel. We recommend Amberclens 
Anti-Static Foaming Cleaner. 

Please take care not to spray any cleaner 
into sockets, openings or near power 
outlets. 
 
Please follow the safety information found 
at the beginning of this manual. 

C#
29

D
30

C#
31

E
32

T O N E B A R S

V O I C I N G  
S C R E W S
Second screw from 
the keyboard side

T U R N  T H I S  
V O I C I N G  
S C R E W

Clockwise for 
more harmonics 
or counter 
clockwise for a 
fuller sound
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T E C H N I C A L  S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

M O D E L :  STAGE 61 / STAGE 61 LE

K E Y B O A R D  
61-note (C16–C61) custom spruce keyboard by 
Kluge Klaviaturen GmbH.

H O O D  
Flat-top ABS lid for stacking studio equipment 
or keyboards.

C I R C U I T
Classic Rhodes Stage passive circuit with 
Volume and Bass controls — no mains power 
required.

B A S S  C O N T R O L  
Selectable Bass control frequency (via jumper 
on circuit board).

O U T P U T
1⁄4-inch Jack output.

U S B  S O C K E T  
Reserved for future MIDI capability.

B A S E  
Tolex-covered wooden case.

I N T E R N A L  C O M P O N E N T S  
MK8-Grade tines, tonebars, hammers, tips, 
dampers, pickups, and action.

S U S T A I N  P E D A L
Cable-drive sustain pedal (as used on MK8).

W E I G H T  
59 lbs / 26.7 kg

D I M E N S I O N S
1012mm (w) x 570mm (d) x 233mm (h)
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C R E D I T S

Rhodes Leadership Team: Matt Pelling CEO, Tim 
Dawson CFO, Dan Goldman CPO
Marketing and Communications Manager: Ronan 
Peaker
Head of Customer Service: Reece Jarrett 
Piano Production Team Leader: Oliver Harvey Ball
QC Team Leader: Freya Horsey
Quality Technician: Maisie Finn
Piano Technician Team Leader: Theo Fieldhouse
Piano Technicians: Will Schultz, Joe Lumley,  Joe 
Klusiatis, Freya Horsey, Oliver Harvey Ball, Theo 
Fieldhouse
Dispatch Manager: Will Fortey
Dispatch and Shipping: Jack Straker
Hardware Design: Axel Hartmann, James Cope, 
Dan Goldman
Mechanical Design:, James Cope, Dan Goldman, 
Rhodes Team
Chief Electronics Engineer: Cyril Lance
Electronic Engineering Manager: James Evans
Electronics Technician: Pete Smith
Artist Relations, Sales & Education: Jamie Bullock
Purchasing Manager: Ben Barker
Bookkeeper: Alex Smith

Manual Written By: Dan Goldman 
Additional Technical Illustrations by Ronan Peaker

Rhodes extends a huge thankyou to all our 
customers and our manufacturing partners in the 
UK and worldwide.

Please Note: All information contained in this 
manual is subject to change without notice. No part 
of this manual may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form without the express written permission of 
Rhodes Music Group LTD.

Copyright 2025 Rhodes Music Group LTD.

W A R R A N T Y

Please see the Members Club area on the Rhodes 
website for up to date warranty information.

WWW.RHODESMUSIC.COM


